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HB19-1312 

(Prime Sponsors:  Representative Mullica, Senator Gonzales, Senator Priola) 

Wednesday, April 10th at 1:30p 

House Health & Insurance Committee—Room #107 

 

The Patriot League encourages Colorado citizens who support the principle of Parental Rights to 

come to a legislative hearing at the State Capitol on April 10th.  If attending is not feasible, we 

suggest e-mailing the legislators on the Committee with the information provided below.  We 

believe this bill is inconsistent with the principle of parental rights, a pillar of moral truth 

indispensable for our State and Nation to survive and thrive.   

 

HB19-1312 is entitled “School Immunization Requirements” but based on the contents of the bill 

should be called the “Colorado Parents Now Required To Hold Same View On Vaccinations Or Be 

Tracked And Harassed By The State.”  With respect to vaccines, The Patriot League is pro-choice.  

We believe that parents should maintain the decision-making authority as to what is put in their 

child’s body—and parental decisions should be protected especially when those decisions are in 

conflict with the prevailing views of government and big business.  Regardless of one’s view as to 

the safety of vaccines, we hope all Coloradans will respect parental authority to determine what is 

best to put in their child’s body.  Many Coloradans are persuaded that vaccinations are one of the 

greatest scientific & health breakthroughs in history—and yet, they respect the authority of parents 

to make vaccine-related decisions for their child.  If Coloradans choose to force these parents to 

take vaccine-related actions against their will with respect to their child, what is to stop our 

government from violating parental rights in other areas?  The answer should be obvious.  We have 

already seen this in the current session of the Colorado legislature with HB19-1129, a proposed bill 

entitled “Prohibit Conversion Therapy For A Minor” which “prohibits a licensed physician 

http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb19-1312
http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb19-1312
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specializing in psychiatry or a licensed, certified, or registered mental health care provider from 

engaging in conversion therapy with a patient under 18 years of age.  'Conversion therapy' means 

efforts that seek to change an individual's sexual orientation, including efforts to change behaviors 

or gender expressions or to eliminate or reduce sexual or romantic attraction or feelings toward 

individuals of the same sex.”  The bill specifically approves therapy that provides “assistance to a 

person undergoing gender transition”, “acceptance, support and understanding for the facilitation 

of an individual's… identity exploration… as long as the counseling does not seek to change sexual 

orientation or gender identity.”  This bill infringes on the rights of parents to provide therapy 

services for their minor children—services that they believe to be in the best interest of their 

children.  With respect to the bill in question, “School Immunization Requirements”, we must 

ensure that we as a society don’t make decisions with a “Chicken Little”/“The-Sky-Is-Falling” 

mentality.  We do recognize that there have been reported cases of vaccine-preventable illnesses in 

various communities and that this raises legitimate concern.  However, in a country with a 

population over 327,000,000, the rate of incidence is at an extremely low ratio level and far from 

anything even remotely approaching an epidemic (as determined in a recent ruling by New York 

State Judge Rolf Thorsen.)  This is a significant fact that needs to be recognized because some in 

society are attempting to use the word “epidemic” to control society with fear so that far over-

reaching “Chicken Little”-type decisions are made in spite of the actual data—data that certainly 

doesn’t justify the violation of parental rights.  U.S. President Gerald Ford quoted this statement, “A 

government big enough to give you everything you want is a government big enough to take from 

you everything you have.”  We would all do well to remember this—both those who strongly 

support vaccinations as well as those who have yet to be persuaded as to their safety.  We must 

protect the rights of those with minority opinions and remember that throughout our history, the 

majority opinion has changed frequently over time.  Some will try and argue that this bill doesn’t in 

fact require all parents to vaccinate their children because it provides a means for these parents to 

opt-out.  We argue that regardless of whether the current bill technically allows an opt-out, it is 
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clear that this bill would lay the groundwork for simply tweaking the law to end such an opt-out 

option—and, the precedent of parents being required to meet onerous requirements will have 

been set in this bill.  Often, the coercive power of government can be realized simply by burdening 

the common citizen enough to the point where they can no longer bear it—in this way, the 

government compels its so-called “free” citizens to conform to its will.  The bill, “requires the 

department of public health and environment… to develop a standardized form and submission process 

to claim a religious or personal belief exemption to an immunization…  The state board of health is… 

allowed to promulgate rules establishing the timing by which schools, parents, legal guardians, and 

students must demonstrate compliance with immunization requirements… Requires a practitioner who is 

a licensed physician, physician assistant, or advanced practice nurse to submit immunization and medical 

exemption data to the immunization tracking system…  Such rules and regulations may also require the 

reporting of statistical information and names of noncompliers by the schools.  The department of public 

health and environment shall administer and enforce the immunization requirements… The department 

of public health and environment shall establish a comprehensive immunization tracking system with 

immunization information gathered by state and local health officials.  After reading the above excerpts 

of the bill it should be clear that the authors of this bill desire to have the State track parents who don’t 

vaccinate their children according to “recognized standard medical practices.”  (We should remember 

that what is viewed as “standard medical practice” changes almost by the decade.)  Government 

tracking is a dangerous business in general and it is very concerning that the bill actually allows the 

government to access the “names of noncompliers.”  Treating parents like criminals who need to be 

tracked is an atrocious attempt at government overreach & un-American at its core.  The tracking 

system is required to be “comprehensive”—this is a word we’re very familiar with as of late due to 

another bill in the legislature that uses the word to compel schools to promote the bill author’s vision of 

healthy human sexuality.  The problem of course, is that the vision proposed by the bill’s authors 

doesn’t match the vision of healthy human sexuality held be many Coloradans.  Again, another example 

of how dangerous it is anytime citizens hand over excessive authority to their own government.  We 

agree with the authors of the bill when they say, “All children deserve to attend healthy and safe child 
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care facilities and schools that support their well-being and build strong foundations for learning and 

thriving.”  After all, who could disagree with this?  However, the State has no right to limit the definition 

of this wholesome environment to the narrow vision described by the three sponsors of this bill.  The bill 

authors admit that they view the educational system as an “important tool” in realizing their vision for 

the wellness of our children.  We should not allow our citizen legislators to manipulate the educational 

environment for the purpose of “re-tooling” our future society.  We conclude that this bill is 

inconsistent with the principle of parental rights, which we hold to be essential for a healthy 

society. 

 

If you plan to attend the hearing, give testimony, or follow-up on the bill, here are a few tips:   

1) There may be other bills heard by the Committee prior to this bill that will cause delay so it 

is important to understand that an investment of additional time may be necessary in order 

to participate in the hearing of this bill.  Prior to heading down for the hearing, it is advisable 

to check the link at the top of this Pillar Citizen ALERT to ensure it hasn’t been rescheduled.  

Citizens attending the hearing are not obligated to provide testimony. 

2) When you arrive at the hearing location (if giving testimony) sign in on the testimony sheet 

and sit anywhere in the committee room (it is not necessary to provide any information on 

the sign-in sheet other than your name.)  If the hearing room is full there is typically a 

designated overflow room that you can go to—in this case, you’d still usually sign up in the 

actual hearing room and then you’d proceed to the overflow room.   

3) If you are able, choose a parking lot instead of metered parking due to the fact it is hard to 

anticipate how much time you’ll need at a hearing and the metered parking that is in the 

vicinity of the Capitol generally has a 2-hour maximum.   

4) This is a public hearing and well-behaved children are welcome to attend.  As a best 

practice, remember to leave unnecessary items behind including things like pocket knives, 
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etc… due to the fact most buildings where hearings are held require you to go through 

metal detectors (devices such as laptops, phones, etc… are acceptable.) 

5) After the hearing, the link at the top of this ALERT can be used to access the voting results 

and outcome of the bill (this can usually be found under the “Status” section by selecting 

the “Committees” tab where you can click on the “Vote Summary” link.)  When a vote is 

cast to “postpone the bill indefinitely”, this indicates the legislator voted against the bill.   

The Patriot League encourages citizens to e-mail the 11 members of the Committee in order to 

express their position on the bill (highlight the e-mail addresses below and copy them into your e-

mail application.)   

susan.lontine.house@state.co.us; yadira.caraveo.house@state.co.us; 
mark.baisley.house@state.co.us; susan.beckman.house@state.co.us; 

janet.buckner.house@state.co.us; dominique.jackson.house@state.co.us; 
sonya.jaquez.lewis.house@state.co.us; kyle.mullica.house@state.co.us; 
matthew.soper.house@state.co.us; brianna.titone.house@state.co.us;  

perry.will.house@state.co.us 

 

Finally, please consider doing what you can to make others aware of this opportunity to defend 

this shared pillar of moral truth. 

About The Patriot League  

The Patriot League is a non-partisan public advocacy organization that seeks the common good of 

society through the advancement of America's founding principles.   Founded in 2009, The Patriot 

League works to correct unjust laws and influence society towards a consensus on the 

indispensability of Traditional Marriage, Parental Rights, Religious Liberty and the Humanity of 

the Unborn, four pillars of moral truth sustaining America's ability to survive and thrive. 
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