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HB19-1140 

(Prime Sponsors:  Representative Humphrey & Senator Marble) 

Tuesday, February 12th @ 1:30p 

House State, Veterans & Military Affairs Committee—LSB #A (building south of Capitol) 

 

The Patriot League encourages Colorado citizens who support the principle of Religious Liberty to 

come to a legislative hearing at the State Capitol on February 12th.  If attending is not feasible, we 

suggest e-mailing the legislators on the Committee with the information provided below.  We 

believe this bill is consistent with the principle of religious liberty, a pillar of moral truth 

indispensable for our State and Nation to survive and thrive.   

 

HB19-1140 is entitled “Live And Let Live Act” & protects the religious liberties of Colorado 

citizens:  “Leading legal scholars concur that conflicts between same-sex marriage and religious 

liberty are real and should be addressed through legislation; after legalization of same-sex marriage, 

religious adoption and foster-care agencies in Massachusetts, Illinois and the District of Columbia 

were forced to close because of their sincerely held religious beliefs about marriage.  Also, a 

religious educational institution in Massachusetts was threatened by the government with loss of its 

accreditation because of its sincerely held religious beliefs about marriage.  Small family-owned 

wedding businesses in Colorado, Oregon, Washington, Iowa, New York, and elsewhere have endured 

fines or financial penalties or been forced to close because they operated consistent with their 

sincerely held religious beliefs about marriage.  In Colorado, a cake baker who willingly served 

customers from every walk of life was forced to shut down an entire facet of his business, forced to 

undergo government ‘reeducation’, and required to file constant compliance reports when he 

declined to add his artistic talents to the creation of a wedding cake that would have celebrated a 

marriage his conscience required him not to participate in.  Of the State's actions in this case, United 

http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb19-1140
http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb19-1140
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States Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy stated that the State was, ‘neither tolerant nor 

respectful.’  In an equal society, tolerance must be mutual.  Citizens of the state hold a wide range of 

reasonable views on the issue of same-sex marriage and maintaining the State's commitment to 

religious freedom when faced with these good-faith differences of opinion is vital; our nation has a 

long and honorable history of respecting and accommodating the religious freedom rights of its 

people, dating from before the American Revolution to the present. For example, laws have 

protected the right of Quakers and other pacifists to serve the nation as noncombatants in times of 

war, the right of Jews and other sabbath observers to dedicate their time to God and family instead 

of work on their sabbath and the right of religious organizations to provide charitable services to the 

public consistent with their beliefs by hiring individuals who share the same beliefs.  Religious 

freedom rights and the right to conscience have, for decades, been established as a noncontroversial 

foundation of American society.  The United States does not use disagreements about religion or 

conscience as an excuse to banish religious or conscientious activity from the view of those it might 

offend.  Protecting religious freedom from government intrusion is a state interest of the highest 

order.  Legislation advances this interest by remedying, deterring, and preventing government 

interference with religious exercise in a way that complements the protections mandated by the 

state and federal constitutions.  Protecting the religious freedom of faith-based charities and 

educational institutions serves the State's compelling interest in providing essential social services to 

the poor and educational opportunities to the next generation.  This is also consistent with the 

State's long tradition of cooperating with religious organizations when providing these critical 

services.  Laws and government actions that protect the free exercise of religious beliefs and moral 

convictions about marriage and human sexuality will encourage private citizens and institutions to 

demonstrate tolerance for those beliefs and convictions and therefore contribute to a more 

respectful, diverse, and peaceful society; and in a pluralistic society, in which people of good faith 

hold more than one view of marriage, it is possible for the government to recognize same-sex 

marriage without forcing persons with sincerely held religious beliefs or moral convictions to 
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conform…  The state government shall not take any discriminatory action against a religious 

organization wholly or partially on the basis that such organization:  solemnizes or declines to 

solemnize any marriage, or provides or declines to provide services, accommodations, facilities, 

goods, or privileges for a purpose related to the solemnization, formation, celebration, or 

recognition of any marriage, based upon or in a manner consistent with a sincerely held religious 

belief or moral conviction described in section 24-34-1004.”  We conclude that this bill is consistent 

with the principle of religious liberty which we hold to be essential for a healthy society. 

If you plan to attend the hearing, give testimony, or follow-up on the bill, here are a few tips:   

1) There may be other bills heard by the Committee prior to this bill that will cause delay so it 

is important to understand that an investment of additional time may be necessary in order 

to participate in the hearing of this bill.  Prior to heading down for the hearing, it is advisable 

to check the link at the top of this Pillar Citizen ALERT to ensure it hasn’t been rescheduled.  

Citizens attending the hearing are not obligated to provide testimony. 

2) When you arrive at the hearing location (if giving testimony) sign in on the testimony sheet 

and sit anywhere in the committee room (it is not necessary to provide any information on 

the sign-in sheet other than your name.)  If the hearing room is full there is typically a 

designated overflow room that you can go to—in this case, you’d still usually sign up in the 

actual hearing room and then you’d proceed to the overflow room.   

3) If you are able, choose a parking lot instead of metered parking due to the fact it is hard to 

anticipate how much time you’ll need at a hearing and the metered parking that is in the 

vicinity of the Capitol generally has a 2-hour maximum.   

4) This is a public hearing and well-behaved children are welcome to attend.  As a best 

practice, remember to leave unnecessary items behind including things like pocket knives, 

etc… due to the fact most buildings where hearings are held require you to go through 

metal detectors (devices such as laptops, phones, etc… are acceptable.) 



 

 

info@thepatriotleague.org            P.O. Box 1435, Eastlake, Colorado 80614              www.thepatriotleague.org 

 

PILLAR CITIZEN ALERT 

P
ag

e4
 

5) After the hearing, the link at the top of this ALERT can be used to access the voting results 

and outcome of the bill (this can usually be found under the “Status” section by selecting 

the “Committees” tab where you can click on the “Vote Summary” link.)  When a vote is 

cast to “postpone the bill indefinitely”, this indicates the legislator voted against the bill.   

The Patriot League encourages citizens to e-mail the 9 members of the Committee in order to 

express their position on the bill (highlight the e-mail addresses below and copy them into your e-

mail application.)   

chris.kennedy.house@state.co.us; sonya.jaquez.lewis.house@state.co.us; 
monica.duran.house@state.co.us; rephumphrey48@yahoo.com; susan.lontine.house@state.co.us; 
jovan.melton.house@state.co.us; janice.rich.house@state.co.us; emily.sirota.house@state.co.us; 

dave.williams.house@state.co.us 

 

Finally, please consider doing what you can to make others aware of this opportunity to defend 

this shared pillar of moral truth. 

About The Patriot League  

The Patriot League is a non-partisan public advocacy organization that seeks the common good of 

society through the advancement of America's founding principles.   Founded in 2009, The Patriot 

League works to correct unjust laws and influence society towards a consensus on the 

indispensability of Traditional Marriage, Parental Rights, Religious Liberty and the Humanity of 

the Unborn, four pillars of moral truth sustaining America's ability to survive and thrive. 
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